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of the pseudo-system relating to solid, liquid and vapour. The triple
point S + L -f- G for cyanogen lies on the metastable prolongation of
the three-phase line SMa + L + G, at B', for example, where the subli-
mation line A' B', the fusion line C' B' and the vapour-pressure curve
for the liquid phase all meet together. Now we know that this vapour-
pressure curve reaches its critical point below the triple point of para-
cyanogen, i. e. the vapour-pressure curve for liquid cyanogen ends in the
plait-point curve between p and q. Consequently this curve has a
position such as is indicated by the line B' Kr It is clear that this
behaviour has become possible through the appearance in the pseudo-
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binary system of the critical end-points p and q. As regards the
metastable prolongation of the vapour-pressure line for liquid para-
cyanogen, it should be noticed that it might be possible to continue this
to lower temperatures, but then, at the ordinary temperature, for example,
two different liquid phases would exist, each of which singly must be
in inner equilibrium. But since this is not the case, there only remains
one possibility, namely, that the metastable prolongation referred to
likewise meets the plait-point curve, e. g. in K2, where it comes to an
end. Liquid paracyanogen would then have an upper critical point K3
and a lower critical point K2. Such a phenomenon has never been
established in a unary system; on account of the decomposition of
paracyanogen it cannot be realised here. In all probability it can only